OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
1970 


i*  ■ 


f 


With  acknowledgment  to  the  Port  of  Manchester  ( The  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company) 


PORT  OF  MANCHESTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


TO  THE 


PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


1970 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2978654x 


3 


REPORT 

by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Authority 
for  the  year  1970,  in  accordance  with  Regulation  12(4)  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  (Port  Health  Districts)  Regulations  1959. 

It  is  prepared  in  the  form  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Services,  and  the  statistical  information  is  arranged  in  the  form  and 
sequence  indicated  in  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security’s 
letter  dated  11th  December  1970  and  Form  Port  20.  Full  information 
is  included  in  all  sections  of  the  Report. 

A  close  watch  continued  to  be  made  for  the  emission  of  excessive 
smoke  from  vessels,  with  special  attention  being  paid  where  there  was  a 
risk  of  nuisance  to  residents  in  close  proximity  to  the  Ship  Canal.  A 
successful  prosecution  in  respect  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  a 
Greek  cargo  vessel  lying  at  Old  Quay  Berth,  Runcorn  resulted  in  the 
master  being  fined  £20  plus  £8  costs.  The  Authority’s  concern  at  the 
inadequacy  of  the  fine  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor’s 
Office  by  the  Clerk. 

Container  traffic  continued  to  increase,  with  new  vessels  and  services 
coming  into  operation.  One  of  the  chief  advantages  of  containerisation 
is  the  fact  that  foodstuffs  now  reach  inland  destinations  much  more  quickly 
than  by  conventional  means.  Containers  are  loaded  in  foreign  countries 
as  goods  come  off  the  production  line,  and  with  the  speed  of  container¬ 
isation  the  goods  accordingly  arrive  at  inland  depots  in  a  much  fresher 
condition.  Regular  weekend  work  was  involved  in  dealing  with  container 
ships  arriving  from  Dublin. 

The  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities  is  keeping 
a  close  watch  on  containerised  food  imports,  and  a  constant  review  is 
being  provided  on  all  aspects  of  the  work. 

The  ice-strengthened  container  vessels  operated  by  Manchester 
Liners  Limited  provided  a  weekly  service  to  Montreal  throughout  the 
year,  including  sailings  during  the  Canadian  winter.  A  new  container 
service  from  Dublin  to  Runcorn  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year; 
this  is  in  addition  to  the  service  from  Dublin  to  Weston  Point. 

Following  a  visit  to  the  main  container  terminal  and  Vere  Street 
Depot,  Members  took  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  Authority’s 
new  office  accommodation  in  Manchester  Liners  House. 
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Reference  is  made  in  the  Report  to  the  continued  sampling  of 
canned  tomato  puree  for  mould  content.  Observations  of  the  Public 
Analyst  on  this  commodity,  along  with  his  comments  on  other  samples 
submitted,  show  the  increasing  complexity  of  this  work. 

An  outline  of  the  work  of  the  Authority  was  given  to  25  student 
public  health  inspectors  who  attended  at  the  office  prior  to  their  final 
examination. 

It  is  useful  to  compare  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health 
Authority  at  present  with  that  of  ten  years  ago.  The  amount  of  time 
spent  on  detailed  food  inspection  has  considerably  decreased,  but  a 
great  deal  more  work  is  involved  in  documentation,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  this  trend  will  continue  on  an  increasing  scale  as  new  container 
services  come  into  operation. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  in  rodent  infestation  on 
vessels  over  the  past  ten  years:  in  1960,  483  rats  and  219  mice  were  des¬ 
troyed,  whilst  in  1970  71  rats  and  118  mice  were  accounted  for.  De¬ 
rating  certificates  issued  decreased  from  9  to  5. 

The  number  of  vessels  inspected  in  1960  was  2,438,  while  the  number 
inspected  in  1970  was  2,757.  Inevitably  this  entailed  a  considerable 
amount  of  extra  work  for  the  inspecting  officers. 

With  increasing  sophistication  in  the  production  of  food,  greater 
attention  has  to  be  given  to  the  inspection  and  detailed  analytical  exam¬ 
ination  of  food  products  arriving  at  the  Port.  This  has  meant  that  the 
Analyst  has  had  a  substantially  increased  amount  of  work  as  compared 
with  ten  years  ago. 

I  wish  to  record  appreciation  of  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of 
the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  and  the  staff  of  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal  Company  throughout  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Authority  for  their  support  and  co-operation.  The 
assistance  of  the  staff  at  all  times  is  also  much  appreciated. 

KENNEDY  CAMPBELL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Manchester  Liners  House, 

Port  of  Manchester, 

Salford,  M5  2XJ. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


The  membership  for  the  year  was  as  follows : 

Alderman  B.  S.  LANGTON, 

C.B.E.,  J.P.  (Chairman) 

Alderman  Mrs.  N.  BEER,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 

(Deputy  Chairman) 

Alderman  SIR  ROBERT  THOMAS, 

J.P. 

Councillor  Mrs.  S.  D.  ALEXANDER 


County  Borough  of 
Manchester 


Alderman  Miss  M.  C.  WHITEHEAD 
(until  May,  1970) 

Alderman  A.  ASHCROFT 
Councillor  B.  NOLAN 
(until  September,  1970) 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  W.  EVANS 
(until  September,  1970) 

Alderman  Mrs.  R.  STONES 
(from  July,  1970) 

Councillor  J.  BRADBURY 
(from  September  1970) 

Councillor  A.  PLANT 
(from  September,  1970) 


County  Borough  of 
Salford 


Councillor  R.  MOORES 


Alderman  Mrs.  E.  BODDAN 


Councillor  G.  H.  DUTTON 


|  Borough  of  Stretford 

f  Borough  of  Eccles 
J  Irlam  U.D.C. 
j  Urmston  U.D.C. 

Lymm  U.D.C. 
Runcorn  R.D.C. 
Runcorn  U.D.C. 
Bucklow  R.D.C. 


Councillor  E.  J.  NAYLOR 


I  Warrington  C.B. 

\  Warrington  R.D.C. 


Alderman  F.  W.  VENABLES 
(until  May,  1970) 
Councillor  M.  J.  MOORE 
(from  June,  1970) 


Borough  of  Widnes 
Borough  of  Bebington 
Borough  of  Ellesmere 
Port 
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LIMITS  OF  THE  PORT 

The  Customs  Port  of  Manchester  is  defined  under  The  Appointment 
of  the  Port  of  Manchester  Order,  1956,  and  is  an  area  bounded  by  a  line — 

(1)  commencing  at  the  eastern  termination  of  the  port  of  Liverpool, 
namely  at  an  imaginary  straight  line  across  the  River  Mersey  from 
Dungeon  Point  on  the  Lancashire  shore  to  Ince  Ferry  on  the  Cheshire 
shore; 

(2)  including  the  River  Mersey  so  far  as  the  same  is  navigable,  and  so 
much  of  the  Eastham  Channel  in  the  River  Mersey  and  of  the  banks 
and  foreshore  thereof  as  is  enclosed  by  an  imaginary  line  drawn 
in  the  line  of  the  dolphins  on  the  east  side  of  the  Eastham  Channel, 
and  at  a  distance  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  yards  from  the 
seaward  extremity  of  the  eighty  feet  lock  at  Eastham,  an  imaginary 
line  to  the  foreshore  at  right  angles  to  that  line; 

(3)  including  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal;  and 

(4)  including  the  River  Irwell  as  far  inland  at  Hunts  Bank  in  the  City 
of  Manchester. 

The  port  shall  include  all  channels,  canals,  havens,  streams,  creeks, 
cuts  and  docks  within  those  limits,  including  the  River  Weaver  as  far 
inland  as  Frodsham  Bridge. 
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SECTION  Is  Staff 
TABLE  A 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment  ; 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

Other 

Appointments 

J.  B.  D.  Haynes 

Clerk  to  the 
Authority 

5th  June,  1950 

Solicitor 

Coroner  and 

Practising 

Solicitor. 

R.  D.  Bishop 

Deputy  Clerk 
to  the 

Authority 

25th  Nov¬ 
ember,  1963. 

Solicitor 

Practising 

Solicitor. 

Kennedy 

Campbell 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

29th  April, 

1968 

M.A.,  M.D., 
LL.B,,  D.P.H. 
L.M. 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  City 
of  Manchester 

Anna  Elizabeth 
Jones 

- 

Deputy 

Medical 

Officer  of 

Health 

27th  January, 
1969 

M.B.,  B.Ch., 
B.A.O., 

D.G.O., 

D.P.H. ,  L.M. 

Deputy 

Medical 

Officer  of 
Health,  City 
of  Manchester 

A.  Butterworth 

Medical  Officer 

30th 

September, 

1963 

M.B.,  B.S., 
D.P.H.,  D.I.H. 

Administrative 
Medical  Officer 
General 

Services  and 
Mental  Health 
Services 
Divisions. 

G.  E.  Stanley 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

1st  October, 
1946 

Cert.  R.S.I. 
Meat  &  Other 
Foods  Cert. 
Master  Mariner 

J.  Forbes 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

23rd  June, 

1958 

Cert.  R.S.A. 
(Scotland) 

— 

A.  M.  Dickson 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

21st  July, 

1958 

Cert.  R.S.A. 
(Scotland) 

Cert.  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 
(Scotland) 

H.  O.  Parry 

Port  Health 
|  Inspector 

1st  October, 
1965 

Cert.  R.S.H. 
Sanitary 

Science  Cert. 
(Liverpool 
University) 
Master  Mariner 

F.  A.  Denny 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

:  1  st  January, 
j  1969 

Diploma- 

P.H.I.E.B, 

i 

T.  A.  Buckley 

Senior  Clerk 

1st 

;  November, 
1940 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

— 

A.  Bullock 

Clerical 

Assistant 

1st  March, 

.  1965 

— 

— 
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Address  and  Telephone  No.  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Manchester  Liners  House,  Trafford  Road,  Salford,  M5  2XJ  (061-872  1714  and 
2075). 

Branch  Offices: 

14  Victoria  Road,  Runcorn  (092  85  72919) 

The  Docks,  Ellesmere  Port  (051-355  2961). 


SECTION  II:  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having 
or  having  had,  during 
the  voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 
port 
health 
inspectors 

Foreign  ports 
Coastwise  . . 

2,571 

3,223 

4,712,974 

2,784,435 

— ■ 

1,936 

821 

6 

Total  . 

5,794 

7,497,409 

!  2,757 

6 

Forty-four  vessels  bound  for  Manchester  were  given  radio  clearance  by  Liverpool 
Port  Health  Authority. 

“Foreign”  excludes  ports  in  the  Irish  Republic. 


SECTION  HI: 

Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 

TABLE  C 

Passenger  Traffic 

Number  of  passengers  ARRIVALS:  30 

Number  of  passengers  DEPARTURES:  11 

Cargo  Traffic 

Principal  IMPORTS: 

Petroleum,  grain,  ores,  woodpulp,  chemicals,  paper  and  newsprint, 
non-ferrous  metals,  sand  and  gravel,  timber,  sulphur,  foodstuffs, 
iron  and  steel,  beverages,  asbestos,  cotton,  rubber,  clay,  animal  and 
vegetable  oils  and  fats 

Principal  EXPORTS: 

Petroleum,  chemicals,  textile  fibres,  coal  and  coke,  salt,  machinery, 
foodstuffs,  vehicles,  metal  and  metal  manufactures 

Total  traffic,  1970:  15,949,697  tons 

Total  traffic,  1969:  16,484,764  tons 
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PRINCIPAL  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  SHIPS  ARRIVE: 

Argentina  .  Buenos  Aires  and  Rosario. 

Australia .  Melbourne  and  Sydney. 

Belgium  .  Antwerp  and  Ghent. 

Brazil  .  Porto  Alegre  and  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Canada . East  &  West  Coast  and  Great  Lakes  ports. 

Ceylon . Colombo. 

Colombia  .  Cartagena  and  Mamonal. 

Cyprus . Limassol. 

Denmark  .  Copenhagen  and  Esbjerg. 

East  Africa  .  Beira,  Dar-es-Salaam,  Lourenco  Marques  and 

Mombasa. 

Eire  . Cork,  Drogheda,  Dublin,  Limerick  and 

Wicklow. 

Finland . Hamina,  Helsingfors,  Kotka,  Mantyluoto, 

and  Raumo. 

France . Bordeaux,  L’Avera,  La  Pallice,  Le  Havre, 

Paris,  Petit  Couronne,  Rouen,  Sete  and 
Treport. 

Germany  .  Bremen  and  Hamburg. 

Greece  . Patras  and  Piraeus. 

Iceland .  Reykjavik  and  Seydisfjord. 

India  .  Bombay,  Calcutta  and  Vizagapatam. 

Israel  .  Haifa  and  Ashdod. 

Iraq  .  Basra. 

Italy . Leghorn,  Messina,  Salerno  and  Savona. 

Lebanon  .  Beirut  and  Tripoli. 

Mauritania  . Nouadhibou. 

Netherlands  . .  . .  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam. 

Netherlands  West  Indies  Aruba  and  Curacao. 

North  Africa .  Algiers,  Casablanca,  La  Goulette  and  Sfax. 

Norway . Arendal,  Bergen,  Christiansand,  Frederick- 

stad,  Haugesund,  Larvik,  Mo-i-rana, 
Narvik,  Oslo,  Skien,  Stavanger  and 
Trondheim. 

Pakistan .  Karachi. 

Peru . Cabo  Bianco  and  Lobitos. 

Poland .  Gdansk,  Gdynia  and  Szczecin. 

Portugal . Leixoes,  Lisbon  and  Setubal. 

Roumania  .  Constantza. 

Russia  .  Archangel,  Igarka,  Leningrad,  Murmansk, 

Novorossisk  and  Poti. 

Sardinia  .  Sarroch. 

South  Africa  . .  . .  Capetown,  Durban,  East  London  and  Port 

Elizabeth. 

Spain  . Almeria,  Alicante,  Bilbao  and  Seville. 

Sweden .  Gefle,  Gothenburg,  Helsingborg,  Lake  Vener, 

Norrkoping,  Stockholm  and  Sundsvall. 

Trinidad . Point  Fortin  and  Port  of  Spain. 

Turkey . Iskenderun,  Istanbul  and  Izmir. 
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Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive — continued 


United  Kingdom 


United  States  of  America 
Venezuela  . 

West  Africa 


Yugoslavia 


Belfast,  Douglas,  Fawley,  Glasgow,  Larne, 
Liverpool,  Lochaline,  London ,  Londonderry, 
Mostyn  and  South  Wales  ports. 

Atlantic,  Gulf,  Great  Lakes  and  Pacific  ports. 
Amuay  Bay,  Cabimas,  Las  Piedras,  Puerto  la 
Cruz,  Puerto  Miranda  and  Punta  Cardon. 
Bathurst,  Conakry,  Dakar,  Freetown,  Lagos, 
Lobito,  Monrovia,  Port  Harcourt,  Sapele, 
Tema,  Takoradi  and  Warri. 

Rijeka  and  Sibenik. 


SECTION  IV:  Inland  barge  traffic 

Numbers  and  tonnage  using  the  district,  and  places  served  by  the  traffic 

Lighterage  services  are  operated  between  points  on  the  Ship  Canal 
and  also  to  adjoining  waterways  including  the  Bridgewater  Canal,  the 
River  Weaver  and  Weaver  Navigation  and  the  River  Mersey  to  Liverpool. 
The  Bridgewater  Canal  joins  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  to  the  north 
and  the  Trent  and  Mersey  Canal  to  the  south.  The  Runcorn  end  of  the 
Bridgewater  Canal  has  now  been  filled  in  and  sealed  off  from  Runcorn 
docks. 

The  amount  of  traffic  passing  between  the  Bridgewater  Canal  and 
Manchester  Docks  during  1970  totalled  67,672  tons. 

It  is  no  longer  necessary  for  canal  boats  used  as  dwellings  to  be 
registered  and  the  regulations  in  respect  of  the  lettering,  marking  and 
numbering  of  canal  boats  no  longer  apply. 

No  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year. 


SECTION  V:  Water  supply 

(1)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district  and  ( b )  shipping. 

(a)  Piped  water  supplies  are  provided  by  the  respective  water  under¬ 
takings  abutting  the  ship  canal. 

(b)  Fresh  water  is  obtainable  direct  from  hydrants  in  Manchester 
Docks  and  on  the  quays,  wharves,  etc.,  between  Mode  Wheel  and  Barton 
Locks,  Partington  Basin,  Latchford  Locks,  Warrington  Lay  Bye,  Runcorn, 
Weston  Point,  Stanlow  Lay-Bye,  Stanlow  Oil  Dock,  Ellesmere  Port, 
Eastham  Locks,  and  the  berths  in  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock,  Easthain. 

(2)  Report  of  tests  for  contamination. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  samples  of  water  from  ships  were 
examined  with  the  following  results: 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 


Chemical  .  9  — *  9 

Bacteriological  .  93  19  112 
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Steps  were  taken  immediately  on  receipt  of  unsatisfactory  reports 
to  ensure  that  water  tanks  were  cleaned  without  delay.  When  the  reports 
came  to  hand  whilst  the  vessels  were  still  in  port  appropriate  action  was 
taken  prior  to  sailing.  Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
vessels  at  the  Ellesmere  Port  end  of  the  port  were  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Chester. 

Copies  of  reports  of  water  samples  taken  on  British  ships  were 
forwarded  to  the  Marine  Survey  Office,  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  Liverpool. 

One  sample  of  drinking  water  was  taken  from  a  hydrant  at  Ince 
Oil  Berth  following  a  complaint  of  oil  taste  in  the  water.  The  chemical 
condition  of  the  water  was  satisfactory  and  no  evidence  of  abnormal 
taste  or  oil  contamination  could  be  detected. 

(3)  Precautions  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

Weston  Point  and  Runcorn 

Defective  conditions  in  respect  of  equipment  and  hydrants  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  managements  concerned.  The  defects  were 
remedied. 

(4)  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  control 
by  the  authority. 

A  barge,  “M.S.C.  43”,  is  used  on  the  ship  canal  for  the  conveyance 
of  fresh  water  to  dredging  craft.  The  boat  is  fitted  with  an  after-tank 
which  is  cement  washed  twice  a  year  and  cleaned  regularly.  A  separate 
pump  and  hose  are  supplied  for  exclusive  use  with  this  tank. 

SECTION  VI: 

Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1966-68 

(1)  List  of  infected  areas. 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  list ,  the 
form  of  the  list,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied ,  and  the  procedure 
for  supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

A  list  of  such  areas  is  compiled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  Copies  are  forwarded  by  post  to  H.M. 
Customs  and  Excise,  Eastham,  and  also  handed  to  the  Waterguard 
Department  and  to  inspectors  of  this  Authority.  The  list  comprised  of 
the  following  ports: 

Dar-es-Salaam  and  West  African  ports  between  latitude  20°N 
and  20°S. 

All  ports  in:  Brazil,  Burma,  China,  Colombia,  India,  Indo-China 
and  Pakistan. 

(2)  Radio  messages. 

Manchester  is  not  a  radio  transmitting  or  receiving  port.  Radio 
messages  are  sent  to  Liverpool,  and  if  a  vessel  is  bound  for  Manchester 
all  necessary  information  is  duly  forwarded  by  telephone.  Instructions 
to  pilots  and  masters  are  given  on  page  4  of  the  Maritime  Declaration 
of  Health. 
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(3)  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio. 

Any  cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  inward-bound  vessels 
prior  to  arrival  at  Eastham  are  dealt  with  by  one  of  the  medical  officers 
of  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  An  agreement  is  in  operation 
between  the  two  Authorities  for  such  cases  to  be  dealt  with.  Should 
any  person  be  found  to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  after 
a  vessel  has  entered  the  Canal,  arrangements  would  be  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  remove  the  person  to  the  nearest  hospital 
for  infectious  diseases. 

(4)  Mooring  stations. 

Arrangements  were  originally  made  in  1933  with  H.M.  Customs  and 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
then  Port  Sanitary  Regulations  as  to  the  establishment  of  mooring 
stations.  The  Company  was  not  able  to  designate  any  of  their  wharves 
or  lay-byes  as  special  mooring  stations,  but  whenever  the  necessity 
should  arise,  arrangements  would  be  made  if  possible  for  the  vessel  to 
be  berthed  at  one  of  the  following  places: — 

Eastham  Dolphins, 

Stanlow  Wharf, 

Dolphins  near  Runcorn  Lay- Bye. 

Lay-Bye  near  Moore  Lane, 

Barton  Dolphins,  adjoining  Barton  Locks; 

Irwell  Park  Wharf,  Eccles, 

Brown  &  Poison’s  Wharf. 

Since  these  arrangements  were  made  traffic  conditions  within  the 
port  have  altered  substantially  and  in  1958  it  was  agreed  that  a  vessel 
entering  the  Canal  on  which  there  was  a  “quarantinable  disease”  could 
proceed  to  a  berth  at  one  of  the  Eastham  Lay-Byes.  In  the  unusual  event 
of  all  the  lay-byes  being  occupied  it  was  agreed  that  a  vessel  could  be 
directed  to  the  nearest  vacant  berth  within  the  Canal  at  Ellesmere  Port 
or  Stanlow.  With  regard  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock  at  Eastham 
it  was  decided  that  the  place  of  mooring,  loading  or  discharge  could  be 
accepted  as  a  mooring  station. 

If  any  occasion  should  arise  for  a  vessel  to  be  directed  to  a  mooring 
station  the  full  co-operation  of  all  concerned  would  enable  the  arrange¬ 
ments  to  be  carried  out  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

(5)  Arrangements  for: 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  ( other  than  smallpox 
— see  Section  VII): 

Ladywell  Hospital,  Salford; 

Clatterbridge  Hospital,  Bebington; 

Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath,  Manchester; 

Fazakerley  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

Treatment  would  be  arranged  at  the  hospital  most  appropriate  to 
the  circumstances.  In  case  of  difficulty  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  of 
either  Manchester  or  Liverpool  would  be  consulted. 


13 


(b)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

Any  vessel  from  which  a  case  of  infectious  disease  had  been  removed 
would  be  visited  daily  by  an  inspector  to  ascertain  the  health  of  the 
remainder  of  the  crew. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships ,  persons ,  clothing  and  other 
articles. 

The  Authority  has  no  facilities  for  carrying  out  cleansing  or 
disinfection.  The  Local  Authority  for  the  district  alongside  which  the 
vessel  is  lying  is  requested  to  carry  out  any  necessary  disinfection  and 
removal  of  bedding,  the  Port  Health  Authority  undertaking  to  defray 
expenses  incurred,  which  are  later  recovered  from  the  ship’s  agents. 

Maritime  Declarations  of  Health  are  supplied  to  masters  of  vessels 
by  officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  inspectors  of  this  Authority.  One 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  declarations  were  received. 


SECTION  VII:  Smallpox 

(1)  Names  of  isolation  hospitals  to  which  cases  are  sent  from  the  district, 

Ainsworth  Hospital,  Bury. 

Sankey  Hospital,  near  Warrington. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  hospital  by  ambulance , 
giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the 
vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

The  ambulance  services  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  County 
Councils,  or  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Liverpool,  Manchester  and 
Warrington,  would  be  available.  The  ambulance  authorities  require 
annual  re-vaccination  of  all  persons  who  may  handle  smallpox  patients, 
suspects  or  contacts. 

(3)  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Ironside,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester  10. 

Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  Hatton  Garden,  Liverpool  3. 

(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox 

Department  of  Medical  Microbiology,  University  of  Liverpool. 
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SECTION  VIII:  Venereal  disease. 

Details  of  hospitals  and  dispensaries  where  treatment  for  venereal 
disease  can  be  obtained  are  as  follows — 


Town 

Institution 

Times  of  Attendance  {Males) 

MANCHESTER 
and  SALFORD 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 
Nelson  Street,  Manchester, 

M13  9WL. 

Monday  and  Wednesday, 

5  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

St.  Luke’s  Clinic, 

Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road, 
Manchester,  M3  4NJ. 

Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday — 10  a.m.  to  12.30 
p.m.;  2  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
Tuesday  and  Friday — 10  a.m.  to 
12.30  p.m. ;  2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m 
Saturday — JO  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

Hope  Hospital, 

Eccles  Old  Road,  Salford, 

M6  8HD. 

Wednesday — 10.30  a.m.  to 

12  noon. 

LIVERPOOL 

Liverpool  Seamen’s 

Dispensary, 

Paradise  Street,  Liverpool  1 . 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
— 9.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.;  3  p.m. 
to  5  p.m. 

Saturday — 9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Tuesday  and  Thursday — 9.30 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.;  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary, 
Pembroke  Place,  Liverpool  3. 

Monday — 10.30  a.m.  to  l  p.m.; 

5.30  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Wednesday — 10.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

5.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

Friday — 10.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.; 

5  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

WARRINGTON 

Warrington  General  Hospital, 
Lovely  Lane,  Warrington. 

Monday — 10.30  a.m. 

Thursday — 5.30  p.m. 

BIRKENHEAD 

St.  James  Hospital, 

Tollemache  Road, 

Birkenhead. 

Monday  and  Friday— 2  p.m.  to 
6  p.m. 

W7ednesday-10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

CHESTER 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary, 

St.  Martin’s  Fields, 

Chester. 

Monday — 4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday — 5  p.m. 

Saturday — 11  a.m. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Salford  Hospital  Management  Committee  for 
supplying  leaflets  giving  details  of  venereology  clinics  available  to  seamen. 
These  leaflets  are  distributed  on  vessels  by  the  port  health  inspectors. 


The  undermentioned  information  has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  Leslie 
Watt,  Physician-in-Charge,  St.  Luke’s  Clinic,  Manchester,  in  respect  of 
seamen  attending  St.  Luke’s  clinic: 


British 

Foreign 

seamen 

seamen 

Condition: 

Syphilis  . . 

— 

3 

Gonorrhoea 

10 

39 

Other  conditions . 

61 

79 

Attendances  . 

144 

174 

15 


SECTION  IX:  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious 

diseases  on  ships 

TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  on  or  landed  from  ships 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

1 

from  foreign  ports 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 

Malaria 

_ 

1 

1 

ships  from  foreign  ports  but 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

T  uberculosis 

1 

1 

Cases  on  or  landed  from  other 
ships 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  X:  Observations  on  the  occurrence 
of  malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  of  malaria  were  reported. 


SECTION  XI:  Measures  taken  against  ships 
infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague 


No  plague-infected  or  suspected  ships  arrived. 
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SECTION  XII:  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Two  rodent  control  officers  are  employed  by  the  Authority  who 
carry  out  their  duties  under  the  supervision  of  the  port  health  inspectors. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports.  Details 
of  action  necessary  to  deal  with  any  rodent  infestations  are  given  to  the 
master  and  ship’s  agent. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents ,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague ,  including  the  number  of 
rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Two  rats  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  exam¬ 
ination.  No  evidence  of  rodent  plague  was  found. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships ,  the  methods  used ,  and , 
if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor ,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Deratting  of  vessels  prior  to  the  issue  of  a  deratting  certificate  has 
been  effected  by  poisoning  or  fumigation.  The  necessary  work  was 
carried  out  by  Messrs.  Rentokil  Laboratories  Ltd.,  Birkenhead,  and 
Contrapest  Services  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  under  the  supervision  of  the  port 
health  inspectors. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

The  standard  of  rat-proofing  on  new  vessels  is  highly  satisfactory. 
The  owners  of  older  vessels  have  readily  complied  with  any  recom¬ 
mendations  made  for  the  improvement  of  rat-proofing. 


TABLE  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Black  rats  .  71 

Mice  .  118 

Rats  sent  for  examination  .  2 

Infected  with  plague .  — 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Visits  by  inspectors  . 

Re-visits  by  inspectors  . 

Visits  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  A) 
Re-visits  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  A) . . 
Visits  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  B) 
Re-visits  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  B) 

Rats  killed  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  A) 
Mice  killed  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  A) 
Rats  killed  by  rodent  control  officer  (Section  B) 
Rats  killed  after  treatment  with  alphachloralose 
Mice  killed  after  treatment  with  alphachloralose 
Mice  killed  after  treatment  with  hydrogen  cyanide 


Foreign 

Coastwise 

1922 

819 

559 

12 

358 

43 

346 

4 

516 

295 

569 

101 

5 

— , 

40 

- — 

48 

— 

18 

— . 

71 

- — 

7 

« — . 
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Six  rats  and  3  mice  were  caught  on  the  floating  grain  elevators  at 
Ellesmere  Port  and  8  rats  on  the  Manchester  dock  estate  by  the  Authority’s 
rodent  control  officers. 

Three  rats  caught  on  the  dock  premises  and  two  killed  on  a  barge 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory — negative  results. 


TABLE  F 

Deratting  certificates  and  deratting  exemption  certificates  issued  during 

the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports . 


Deratting  certificates  issued : 

Total 

Deratting  exemp¬ 
tion  certificates 
issued 

Total 

certificates 

issued 

After  treatment 
with  HCN 

After  treatment 
with 

alphachloralose 

1 

4 

5 

273 

278 

The  Masters  of  five  vessels  were  found  in  possession  of  deratting 
exemption  certificates  issued  at  the  following  non-approved  ports — 
Stignas  (Denmark),  Stenungsund  (Sweden),  Ortona  (Italy)  and  Santo 
Domingo  (Dominican  Republic).  These  incidents  were  reported  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  who  in  turn  notified  the  World 
Health  Organization  for  the  appropriate  action  to  be  taken.  Stenungsund 
was  later  included  in  the  list  of  designated  approved  ports  for  Sweden. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 
(APPLICATION  TO  SHIPPING)  ORDER,  1951-56 


Rodent  control  certificates 

Grain 

issued  . 

Floating 

Rock 

. .  nil 

elevators 

Barges 

elevators 

cutter 

Dredger 

Visits  by  inspectors  . 

18 

5 

— 

1 

Visits  by  rodent  control  officer 

(Section  A)  .  2 

228 

28 

1 

- - 

Visits  by  rodent  control  officer 

(Section  B) .  5 

262 

58 

— 

1 

On  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  property  at  Ellesmere 
Port,  campaigns  using  arsenic,  zinc  phosphide  and  warfarin  were  carried 
out.  An  estimated  kill  of  212  rats  was  recorded  in  respect  of  those  cam¬ 
paigns  carried  out  involving  the  use  of  arsenic  and  zinc  phosphide.  In 
addition,  work  on  a  contract  basis  was  also  carried  out  at  premises  adjacent 
to  or  located  within  the  dock  area.  This  enabled  the  local  authority  to 
ensure  premises  were  at  all  times  being  kept  as  free  as  reasonably  practi¬ 
cable  of  rodents. 

At  Runcorn  docks  six  minor  infestations  were  dealt  with,  also  one 
major  rat  infestation  on  the  banks  of  the  Bridgewater  Canal. 

At  Weston  Point  docks  one  major  rat  infestation  on  waste  ground 
surrounding  the  dock  area  and  ten  minor  infestations  in  dock  warehouses 
and  stores  received  attention. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Ellesmere 
Port  and  Runcorn  in  effectively  controlling  any  rodent  infestation  on 
property  abutting  the  canal  is  much  appreciated. 

Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers ,  etc.)  Regulations ,  1960. 

During  the  dock  strike  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  assess  the  preva- 
lence  of  rodent  infestation  throughout  the  main  dock  estate.  No  marked 
deterioration  was  noted  since  a  similar  survey  was  carried  out  in  1969 
and  in  some  instances  an  improvement  was  observed.  The  Manchester 
Ship  Canal  Company  were  informed  of  the  infestations  discovered  and 
treatment  was  carried  out  by  the  Company’s  rodent  operative  in  all  cases. 
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SECTION  XIII:  Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

TABLE  G 

Inspections  and  notices 


Category  of 
nuisance 

Number  of 

inspections 

( 

Notices  served 

Result 
of  serving 
notices 

British 

Foreign 

Statutory 

notices 

Other 

notices 

Evidence  of  cock- 

69 

153 

— 

1  Written 

j  Verbal 

roaches  or  weevils 

Accommodation  and 

9 

6 

— — 

;  1 

British 

fittings  in  dirty  and 

I 

defective  condition 

1 

! 

Heating,  lighting  and 

3 

2 

- - 

1 

102 

4  notices 

ventilation 

complied  with 

defective 

and  4  partly 

complied  with 

Washplaces  and 

5 

5 

— 

whilst  vessels 

fittings  dirty  and 

in  port 

defective 

Drainage  defective 

3 

— 

— 

For< 

3ign 

Sanitary  accommo- 

4 

11 

- - 

6 

204 

6  notices 

dation  and  fittings 

complied  with 

dirty  and  defective 

and  3  partly 

complied  with 

whilst  vessels 

Food  storage, 

41 

46 

in  port. 

preparation  spaces 

and  fittings  dirty 

and  defective 

Accumulation  of 

11 

9 

refuse  on  deck 

Hot  water  system 

1 

_ 

defective 

Water  tanks  required 

1 

_ 

cleaning 

W.C.  fouling  quay 

2 

6 

— 

Dirty  bedding,  etc. 

1 

— 

_ 

stored  in  pantry 

j 

149  ; 

239 

— 

7 

306 
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VESSELS  INSPECTED  BY  THE  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


[ 

1970 

! 

1969 

Vessels  entering  the  port  . 

. . .  /  foreign 
\  coastwise 

2,571 

3,223 

2,658 

3,103 

Total 

5,794 

5,761 

Number  inspected 

Percentage  inspected 

Number  reported  defective 

Number  on  which  defects  remedied 

foreign  and 
coastwise 

2,757 

47*58% 

313 

203 

2,523 

43*79% 

309 

213 

The  work  of  the  port  health  inspectors  at  different  parts  of  the 
port  is  indicated  by  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  vessels 
inspected  and  the  number  found  with  defects: — 


Section  A  (Manchester — Latchford):  Inspected  Defective 

Manchester,  Salford  and  Stretford  ....  901  97 

Mode  Wheel  oil  wharf  .  39 

Weaste .  65  4 

Brown  and  Poison’s  wharf .  25  14 

Irwell  Park  wharf  and  Eccles  .  103  22 

Barton .  61  14 

Irlam  ore  wharf .  39  9 

Partington  .  146  43 


1379  203 


Section  B  (Latchford — Eastham):  Inspected  Defective 

Warrington .  4  — 

Runcorn  .  . .  287  27 

Weston  Point  .  254  13 

Ince  .  106  12 

Stanlow  oil  dock  and  lay- bye .  199  15 

Associated  Octel  wharf  .  11 

Ellesmere  Port  .  173  23 

Bowater’s  wharf .  82  1 

Eastham  .  2  — 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  dock,  Eastham  ....  258  19 

Northwich  .  2  — 

1378  110 


Gross  Totals  2757  313 


West  Bank  Dock,  Widnes,  closed  down  for  traffic  on  the  7th 
November,  1970. 
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In  the  Manchester- Latchford  section  there  was  an  increase  of  69 
inspections  over  the  previous  year,  and  in  the  Latchford-Eastham  section 
an  increase  of  165  was  recorded. 


Nationalities  of  the  vessels  inspected  and  the  number  found  with 
defects 


British 

Inspected 

.  870 

Defective 

103 

Belgian 

.  30 

1 

Canadian 

.  .  .  2 

— 

Cyprian 

.  10 

o 

z. 

Danish 

.  177 

19 

Dutch 

.  419 

23 

Faroese  .... 

.  . .  2 

— 

Eireann 

.  33 

10 

Finnish 

.  86 

4 

French 

.  30 

20 

German 

.  362 

21 

Greek 

.  73 

33 

Hungarian 

.  1 

— 

Icelandic 

.  11 

— 

Indian 

. .  ..  2 

2 

Italian 

.  21 

6 

Honduran 

. .  . .  1 

1 

Liberian 

.  99 

25 

Norwegian 

. .  . .  263 

19 

Panamanian  . . 

.  48 

10 

Polish 

.  17 

3 

Roumanian  . . 

.  10 

1 

Russian 

.  54 

1 

Singapore 

.  1 

— 

Somali 

.  1 

— 

Spanish 

.  29 

4 

Swedish 

.  99 

2 

Yugoslavian  .  . 

.  6 

3 

2757 

313 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  British  and  foreign  vessels  and 


the  number  found  with  defects  were: — 


British  vessels 
Foreign  vessels 
Re-visits  . . 


Inspected  Defective 

870  103 

1887  210 

407 


Gross  total — visits  and  re-visits 


3164 
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Number  of  personnel  carried  on  vessels  inspected: — 


British : 

European 
Asiatic  . 


Belgian  . . 

Canadian 

Chinese  . . 

Cyprian  . . 

Danish  . . 

Dutch 

Faroese  . . 

Eireann  . . 

Finnish 

French  . . 

German 

Greek 

Hungarian 

Icelandic 

Indian 

Italian 

Honduran 

Liberian  . . 

Norwegian 

Panamanian 

Polish 

Roumanian 

Russian  . . 

Singapore 

Somali  . . 

Spanish  . . 

Swedish  . . 

Yugoslavian 


16,937 

2,505 


19,442 

801 

66 

225 

181 

1,956 

4,810 

12 

653 

2,004 

794 

4,231 

2,055 

18 

210 

119 

631 

17 

2,766 

4,244 

838 

460 

337 

1,773 

46 

38 

540 

1,764 

228 


51,259 
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SECTION  XIV:  Public  Health  (Sheli-tish)  Regulations, 

1934  and  1948 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Authority. 


SECTION  XV:  Medical  inspection  of  aliens  and 
Commonwealth  immigrants 

A  medical  officer  serving  Manchester  Airport  or  one  serving  the 
Port  of  Liverpool,  whichever  was  the  more  convenient  in  the  particular 
case,  is  available  to  examine  an  alien  or  Commonwealth  immigrant  if 
required. 
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SECTION  XVI:  Miscellaneous 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have 
died  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease . 

Full  information  concerning  the  death  would  be  obtained  and 
reported  to  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  and  the  Coroner.  Disinfection 
would  be  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Authority’s  inspectors. 

DANGEROUS  DRUGS  (No.  2)  REGULATIONS,  1964. 

No  certificates  were  issued  under  these  regulations  to  the  masters 
of  foreign  vessels. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

DARK  SMOKE  (PERMITTED  PERIODS)  (VESSELS) 

REGULATIONS,  1958 

The  attention  of  masters  of  vessels  arriving  in  the  port  was  directed 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Dark  Smoke  Regulations;  leaflets  giving 
details  of  the  permitted  periods  allowed  were  distributed  for  the  attention 
of  all  personnel  concerned.  Owners  and  masters  were  invariably  most 
anxious  to  co-operate  in  doing  all  possible  to  prevent  smoke  emission. 

Fifteen  visits  and  “timed”  observations  were  made  in  the  Man- 
chester-Latchford  section  of  the  canal,  whilst  a  further  37  visits  were 
made  and  observations  taken  between  Latchford  and  Eastham,  including 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  dock.  Two  written  and  thirty-one  verbal  notices 
were  given,  8  in  respect  of  smoke  from  British  vessels  and  25  from  foreign 
ships. 

A  written  notice  was  served  on  the  Master  of  a  Greek  owned  cargo 
vessel  following  an  observation  by  the  port  health  inspector  at  Runcorn 
lasting  30  minutes,  during  which  13  minutes’  black  smoke  and  17  minutes’ 
dark  smoke  was  emitted.  Legal  proceedings  resulted  in  the  Master  being 
fined  £20  plus  costs  totalling  £8.  Another  written  notice  was  issued  in 
respect  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  a  Liberian  owned  tanker  in 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock.  As  the  crew  had  only  joined  the  vessel 
at  Eastham  they  were  experiencing  boiler  room  difficulties  but  were 
making  every  endeavour  to  control  the  smoke  emission.  In  view  of  the 
circumstances  it  was  decided  that  legal  action  should  not  be  taken  but  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel  expressing  concern  at  the 
contravention  of  the  regulations.  No  complaints  were  received  from 
nearby  residents. 


RADIOACTIVE  MATERIALS 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  harbour  master  for  this 
Authority  to  be  informed  whenever  radioactive  materials  are  arriving 
in,  or  departing  from,  the  port  and  details  of  each  consignment  are  now 
submitted  so  that  the  adequacy  of  any  required  safety  measures  can  be 
confirmed,  Notification  was  received  in  respect  of  eight  such  shipments, 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


Results  of  inspection 


Details  of  food  imports  which  were  seized  as  unsound 


Articles 

Grain,  cereals,  etc. 

Flour  . 

Maize . 

Rice  . 

Soya  beans 
Wheat  .... 


Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

9  13  3 

188  11  1 

31  19  1 

363  17  1 

257  4  1 


lbs. 


0 

3 

4 
0 
2 


Fruit  and  nuts 

Apples . 

Canned  fruit  . . 

Canned  fruit  juice 
Canned  fruit  pulp 
Canned  fruit  pie  filling 

Nuts  . 

Oranges  . 

Mango  slices  in  brine 

Melons  . 

Raisins  . 

Sultanas . 


16  1  20 

113  7 

1  1  3  22 

1  1  16 

7 

46  13  1  12 

5  13  1  3 

1  0  20 

8  1  0  26 

2  1  13 

15  3  12 


Fish 

Canned  fish 
Dried  fish 


171 

8  3  20 


Vegetables 

Bottled  vegetables 
Canned  vegetables 

Beans  . 

Onions  . 

Potatoes . 


3  3  16  £ 

9 

1  12  2  12 

29  15  2  16 

4  2  10 
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Edible  oils  and  fats 


Premier  jus  . 

Margarine  . 

.  1 

2 

0 

26| 

Confectionery 

Angelica  . 

.  5 

2 

0 

Confectionery  . 

.  3 

2 

24 

Miscellaneous 

Pickles  (bottled)  . 

17 

0 

16 

Nutmegs  . 

.  1 

14 

0 

0 

Tea  . 

.  1 

17 

1 

24 

Tomatoes  (canned)  . 

15 

3 

194 

Tomato  puree  (canned)  . 

.  7 

12 

0 

121 

Olive  oil  . 

1 

0 

14 

Poppadnms  . 

10 

0 

0 

Green  ginger . 

1 

1 

12 

Rose  cordial  (bottled) . 

3 

0 

0 

962 

3 

2 

241 
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LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS 
Number  of  samples  examined  by: 


(a)  Public  analyst  .  165 

(b)  Bacteriologist  .  40 


Adverse  reports  were  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  on  the 
undermentioned  samples— 

(1)  U.S.A.  rice — contaminated  by  molybdenum  ore;  all  bags  showing 
visible  contamination  were  rejected. 

(2)  Cyprian  bottled  pickled  cucumber— found  to  contain  a  large  number 
of  microscopic  worms,  also  growth  of  bacteria;  the  sample  showed  signs 
of  decomposition. 

(3)  Cyprian  bottled  rose  cordial — live  mould  found  in  suspension. 

(4)  Cyprian  bottled  virgin  olive  oil— not  fit  for  human  consumption 
due  to  rancidity. 

Consignments  2,  3  and  4  were  seized  and  destroyed. 

Tomato  puree — Howard  mould  count. 

The  following  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst — 


No.  of  samples 

Country  No.  of  samples  unsatisfactory — 

of  origin  submitted  over  50%  count 

Italy .  27  15 

Hungary  .  8  2 

Turkey  .  4  — 

Spain  .  13  5 

Portugal .  71  40 


123  62 


Re-exportation  was  carried  out  as  and  when  required. 

The  Public  Analyst  raised  the  question  of  mould  count  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  Public  Analysts  and  it  was  decided  that  he  should 
confer  with  the  Public  Analysts  of  London  and  Southwark  to  see  what 
measures  of  agreement  could  be  obtained  between  Public  Analysts. 

All  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  were  satisfactory,  although  three  samples  of  Indian 
dehydrated  prawns  showed  a  high  surface  viable  count  and  coliform 
organisms  indicative  of  unhygienic  handling  and  liable  to  cause  rapid 
decomposition  on  reconstitution.  After  some  discussion  the  importers 
surrendered  this  consignment  for  destruction, 
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Foodstuffs  imported  in  containers. 

The  port  health  inspectors  report  as  follows: — 

Terminal  docks . 

The  containerisation  of  food  cargoes  showed  an  increasing  trend 
in  arrivals  at  the  main  terminal  docks.  Some  5,132  containers  of  food 
were  landed  for  distribution  in  the  United  Kingdom  compared  with  1,459 
containers  in  1969. 

Any  containers  known  to  have  suffered  damage  were  inspected  on 
the  quay  and  this  resulted  in  the  seizure  of  approximately  1  ton  of  canned 
fruit  and  some  40  tons  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  following  accidental 
damage. 

The  majority  of  the  containers,  however,  were  released  from  the 
quay,  unexamined,  under  the  terms  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations, 
1968.  This  action  necessitated  the  forwarding  of  1,104  notifications  to 
inland  local  authorities. 

Weston  Point  and  Runcorn. 

The  two  container/unit  load  services  mentioned  in  the  previous 
annual  report  continued  their  operations: — 

(1)  A  weekly  service  between  Rotterdam  and  Runcorn  was  maintained 
by  Metric  Line.  The  main  commodities  consisted  of  canned  meat,  fruit, 
fish  and  vegetables,  rice  and  tea,  mostly  transhipment  cargoes  off-loaded 
in  Rotterdam. 

A  large  variety  of  foodstuffs  in  small  quantities  arrived  in  “groupage” 
containers  and  were  unloaded  so  that  examination  was  possible  in  the 
dock  sheds. 

(2)  The  British  and  Irish  Shipping  Line  continued  their  service  between 
Dublin  and  Weston  Point  using  various  vessels  to  maintain  their  normal 
thrice  weekly  schedule. 

Food  imports  were  mainly  of  Irish  origin  and  consisted  principally 
of  chilled  meat,  meat  products,  dairy  produce,  fish,  canned  and  de¬ 
hydrated  vegetables,  confectionery  and  chocolate  crumb. 

The  main  bulk  of  chilled  meat  in  containers  arrived  on  Sundays  and 
were  destined  for  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  December  a  further  unit  load  service  commenced  trading  between 
Runcorn  and  Dublin  but  food  imports  were  slow  in  developing. 

Due  to  unavoidable  delay  resulting  from  the  posting  of  undertakings 
to  head  office  it  was  necessary  to  make  telephone  notifications  when 
required  from  the  Runcorn  office.  The  system  worked  smoothly  and 
appeared  to  meet  the  requirements  of  receiving  authorities.  In  August 
a  recording  machine  was  installed  in  the  London  Meat  Inspectors’ 
office  at  Smithfield  and  this  enabled  telephone  notifications  to  be  made 
outside  office  hours  and  before  the  arrival  of  meat  containers,  an  arrange¬ 
ment  beneficial  to  all  concerned. 
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During  the  year  undertakings  were  received  in  respect  of  1,150 
containers  and  unit  loads.  By  arrangement  with  the  receiving  authority 
undertakings  were  forwarded  for  2,227  pallets  of  canned  tomato  puree 
enveloped  by  heat  shrunken  polythene  coverings. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST 

A  total  of  174  samples  were  received  during  the  year,  made  up  of 
9  samples  of  ships’  drinking  water,  123  samples  of  tomato  puree  and  42 
samples  of  other  foodstuff's. 

The  general  foodstuffs  included  canned  fruits  and  meat  products, 
soft  drinks,  oils  and  fats,  dried  foods,  pickles  and  a  number  of  other 
items.  Adverse  reports  were  given  on  three  samples,  a  soft  drink  con¬ 
taining  live  mould,  a  sample  of  pickle  showing  signs  of  bacterial  decom¬ 
position  and  a  sample  of  olive  oil  which  was  rancid. 

A  number  of  samples  were  pre-packed  for  retail  sale  and  on  occasions 
labelling  irregularities  were  found.  These  irregularities  would  only  repre¬ 
sent  an  offence  against  the  Labelling  Regulations  when  the  products 
were  offered  for  sale.  Nevertheless,  they  were  noted  in  the  reports  so  that 
the  importers  could  be  warned  and  take  suitable  action  to  correct  the 
labels  and  so  avoid  possible  objection  by  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities. 

Six  samples  of  rice,  which  had  been  contaminated  with  molybdenum 
ore  were  examined.  The  contamination  was  found  to  be  negligible 
except  on  those  bags  where  visible  contamination  was  present. 

The  123  samples  of  tomato  puree  represented  13  consignments  from 
Hungary,  Italy,  Portugal,  Spain  and  Turkey,  mostly  in  5  kilogram  cans. 
These  were  tested  for  metallic  contamination  and  examined  for  mould 
content  by  the  Howard  Mould  Count.  On  the  basis  of  a  maximum  of 
50%  of  microscopic  fields  containing  mould  hyphae,  5  of  the  consign¬ 
ments  were  found  to  contain  a  high  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  material. 
Because  more  cans  are  examined  in  consignments  containing  unsatis¬ 
factory  puree,  particularly  where  mould  counts  only  slightly  in  excess  of 
the  limit  are  encountered,  it  would  be  misleading  to  attach  too  much 
significance  to  the  numbers  of  cans  having  particular  mould  counts. 
Of  62  unsatisfactory  samples,  18  had  mould  counts  in  excess  of  70% 
positive  fields,  the  maximum  recorded  being  85%. 

The  judgment  of  a  consignment,  possibly  containing  over  100,000 
cans  showing  a  variable  degree  of  mould  contamination,  on  the  examin¬ 
ation  of  a  limited  number  of  samples,  represents  a  complex  problem  in 
sampling  and  interpretation.  Although  most  port  health  authorities 
agree  to  the  nominal  maximum  of  50  per  cent  positive  fields,  there  is  no 
generally  recognised  procedure  for  judging  a  whole  consignment  in  the 
light  of  the  samples  examined.  At  the  time  of  writing,  discussions  are 
in  progress  with  other  Authorities  with  a  view  to  drawing  up  a  unified 
procedure. 

Drinking  water. 

All  samples  of  drinking  water  were  found  to  be  wholesome  subject 
to  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  report. 


